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Annual Meeting of the Parents' National Educational 

Union. 

The following is almost an exact copy of the Times report : 

A numerously attended meeting was held yesterday afternoon at London 
House, by permission of the Bishop of London. There were present the 
Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, Sir T. Crichton Browne, F.R.S., Mr. John 
Jackson, Mr. Henry Perrin, Organising Secretary, Canon Daniel, Miss 
Mason, Dr. A. T. Schofield, and others. The chair was taken by Lord 
Aberdeen. 

The Chairman called upon the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Henry Perrin, who 
said letters regretting unavoidable absence had been received from the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, the Bishop of London, Archdeacon Farrar, and others. 
The Committee were much encouraged by the response given to their efforts 
during the last two or three months. They felt that they were collecting 
together a large body of national supporters to help on the work of training 
parents in the matter of educating their children, not in one faculty only, but 
physically, morally, intellectually, and spiritually, so that they might become, 
with well-balanced characters, useful members of society. 

The Chairman said that when the movement was set on foot there was a 
fear that the objects of the society were somewhat too vague for practical 
purposes. But he was sure that their experience justified the existence of 
the society, which would have done good service if it had done nothing but 
give occasion to the various essays and papers which had been contributed 
during the last year, and the Parents' Review which had been issued by 
the Union, was certainly a most valuable paper. 

Sir J. Crichton Browne, in moving the adoption of the Report and the re- 
election of the officers of the Society, said that, though he was usually in 
favour of individual action, and was prone to suspect the objects of societies, 
he was convinced, from careful examination, that this Union was doing a 
necessary and valuable work. Biology showed that the higher the organism 
the longer was the period required of parental supervision and the dependence 
of children ; and the more advanced the civilisation the more protracted was 
the period during which offspring required the assistance of their parents. 
High evolution meant slow and gradual evolution. (Hear, hear.) Thus 
education needed to become less instinctive and more elaborate and scien- 
tific. In the same way the dependence of human beings generally on the 
Father of All was more complete, and the links which united them to Him 
became more numerous and complete. He was, therefore, glad to find t e 
work of the society rested on a religious basis. No doubt the work ° t e 
schoolmaster was of the highest importance, but that of the parent vas 
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more intimately connected with the permanent welfare of the children. There 
was too much tendency to leave the management of children and education 
generally to others. No doubt the story told of the City man’s household 
was an exaggeration : “ Mamma,” asked a child, “ who is that gentleman 
who comes here on Sunday and carves the joint?” (Laughter ) This was 
all the little girl knew of her own father. Education was the guidance of 
growth, and as the knowledge of the brain organism increased there ought 
hear 6 ) 3 ** devel ° pment of ri S ht method in ‘he training of children. (Hear , 

Mr. Jackson, in speaking on the practical side of the question as a school- 
master, said that he had always had much more trouble with the parents 
than with the children. Schoolmasters went through a long preparatory 
naming, but parents, for their much more arduous and responsible functions* 
had no such time of probation. (Hear, hear.) 

1 he Chairman, in putting the resolution, said that any reference to the 

Review would be incomplete without mention of its editor, Miss 
t^narlotte Mason. 

The resolution was carried. 

Lady Aberdeen, in moving a resolution which pledged the meeting to 
support the Union, the Parents' Review, and the House of Education and 
Parents Review School, said that it was to Miss Mason and her admirable 
book on Home Education” that the Parents’ National Educational Union 
owed its existence. The House of Education, over which Miss Mason so 
admirably presided, had done much to realise in fact the ideals of the Union. 
Half the difficulties in the education of children lay in the imperfect under- 
standing of children by their parents. Sympathy and the imaginative power 
to put oneself in another’s place were sadly to seek in the majority of 
parents. (Cheers.) It would be seen that the Union, the House of Educa- 
tion, and the Parents' Review School aimed at the proper training— intel- 
lectual, moral, spiritual, and physical— of children. (Cheers.) both in 
England and Scotland Mothers’ Unions and Women’s Help Societies 
were doing a work somewhat like their own in stimulating the sense of 
the responsibility of motherhood. (Hear, hear.) She hoped in time some 
bond of union might be established between all these societies. (Cheers.) 
Her little magazine, Onward and Upward, had been adopted by the 
society. 

Dr. A. T. Schofield seconded the resolution. He said the society had a 
distinct religious basis. He would urge all parents to join either the Central 
Union or one of the many local unions. He would especially recommend 
thestimulating book by Miss Mason, already referred to, “ Home Education,” 
and also the Parents' Review — a magazine into which he had never looked 
without gaining some suggestive idea. (Hear, hear.) The House of 
Education at Ambleside was designed to afford practical instruction in 
the management of children, whether to governesses, or ladies in other 
capacities. The Parents' Review School was intended to combine the 
advantages of home life with those of a good school education. The 
children, taught in private homes, had the advantage of a course of study 
prescribed by the House of Education, and of examination by well-qualified 
persons sent from the Central House. He would also point out that the 
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Union had taken in hand the important question of hygiene and k 
induce the Universities to adopt elementary physiology and ”° Ped to 
of the subjects of their local examination. (Hear, 0 hear.) ° ne 

required to found scholarships at the House of Education and ? S 

lectures to local institutions. (Cheers.) and t0 su Pply 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Canon Daniel discussed the order of development in the child’s m - , 
and the conditions under which the best work was don, K ,u , ld > 
and children. He hoped ,he Union would do ™ s l 
conscience in children, especially in the choice of books for the 
He moved a vote of thanks to the Bishop of London fo^he oan of I d^' 
House, and to Lord Aberdeen for presiding. f kondon 

Miss Mason seconded the resolution, and said that Lady Aberdeen was the 
real originator of the work which had developed into the House of F*Z V ^ 
She was glad to say that “ I believe in parents • 

paren'r “ B °° d ' he Pmm * 

The resolution was carried, and the meeting came to a close. 


, ' V ' e i ho | )e ° ur readers are makin S arduous efforts to obtain signatures to 
Dr. Schofield’s Memorial. This is, perhaps, the first attempt at united public 
action on the part of parents on an educational question ; and, even apart 
from the merits of the question itself, it is most important that the movement 
should be successful. 


THE 


PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.’* 

FORMATION OF HABIT.* 

By Helen Webb, M.B. Lond. 

When the committee of the Hampstead Branch of the P.N.E.U. 
did me the honour' of asking me to address one of their meetings, 
they intended, I believe, that I should say something on educa- 
tion from a distinctly medical point of view. 

I fear, however, that I am not about to speak upon what is 
generally recognised as hygiene, though the ideas I wish to 
express have come to me through my experience as a physician. 
This experience has brought to me a strong conviction that 
parents and teachers may in many instances do grave injury in 
the attempt to foster in children, as habits, series of actions in 
themselves good. Tlius my subject is not “ bad habits ” versus 
good ones, but certain good habits versus others supposed to be 
good. 

We are all, constantly though perhaps unconsciously, engaged 
in one or other of three operations : 

(a) Making of nerve-force. 

( b ) Storing of nerve-force. 

( c ) Expenditure and distribution of nerve-force. 

It is obvious that we can neither store nor expend what we 
have not got, and it naturally suggests itself, in the first place, 

* A paper read before the Hampstead, Belgravian, and Reading Branches of the 
P.N.E.U. 
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